Best of Megastructures

Use  UNWRAP  Stop and Jot 
     about the main idea of each paragraph
In the last 100 years, 11 different skyscrapers have held the title of world's tallest building. With improvements in technology and materials, humans are pushing the limits of what buildings can do. The National Geographic Channel reports on designers pushing the limits in Best of Megastructures.

Dubai is developing a reputation for being the home of the most extreme buildings on the planet. Measuring more than 320 meters high, Dubai's Burj Al Arab is the tallest hotel in the world. As if being taller than the Eiffel Tower wasn't enough, it also stands on a massive man-made island 270 meters off the coast. Inspired by the shape of a traditional sail, the Burj Al Arab has faced, and withstood, numerous challenges to become Dubai's Dream Palace.

Down the beach from the Burj Al Arab and four kilometers into the Persian Gulf, another mammoth construction project is underway. This one won't break any records for height, but The World will become the largest man-made group of islands ever created. Requiring more than 320 million cubic meters of sand, The World will recreate a map of the globe in the form of 300 islands. After it's completed, 250,000 people are expected to become residents of the World Island Wonder.

Of course, the best plans require the best materials. A variety of buildings, from the Roman Pantheon to the Panama Canal, have stood the test of time because of concrete. Over 9,000 years after inventing bricks, we're still using them by the billions. And speaking of the world's most amazing buildings, it's impossible to ignore steel. The past and future of these amazing building materials are revealed in Megastructures: Concrete, Megastructures: Brick, and Megastructures: Steel.
With the breathtaking structures that are being planned, the sky is literally the limit. Take a look at what architects are achieving and how they're doing it in Best of Megastructures.
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Documentary Film; Megastructures 

Best of Megastructures
 
1.
 Dubai's Burj Al Arab is notable for being the world's _____.

 
 
(A)
 biggest motel

 
 
(B)
 longest island

 
 
(C)
tallest hotel

 
 
(D)
largest building

 
2.
 What will most likely be true about The World after it is completed?

 
 
(A)
It will be made up of 320 million islands.

 
 
(B)
It will be the world's largest artificial island.

 
 
(C)
 It will require exactly 320 million cubic meters of sand.

 
 
(D)
It will be home to 250,000 residents.

 
3.
 What is similar about the Roman Pantheon and the Panama Canal?

 
 
(A)
They were constructed with concrete.
 
 
(B)
 They are both ancient buildings.

 
 
(C)
They include a mix of steel, bricks, and concrete.

 
 
(D)
 They used to be the world's tallest buildings.

 
4.
 In the fourth paragraph, the author is trying to _____.

 
 
(A)
 explain which building material is the best

 
 
(B)
list all of the building materials that have ever been used

 
 
(C)
give examples of some interesting building materials

 
 
(D)
 show the history of materials that have replaced each other

mammoth
 
extremely large 

 
 
 
stand the test of time
popular, strong, etc. after a long time

 
 
 
the sky's the limit
 
there is no limit

Write a four sentence summary for this article:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I Didn't Know That
Use  UNWRAP   Stop and Jot 
about the main idea of each paragraph
How much do you know? Once you watch National Geographic Channel's I Didn't Know That, you will be surprised at how little knowledge you actually have. This 10-part series is packed with action as it explores dozens of minute facts about everyday items. All of these ordinary things that we use on a daily basis may not appear exciting, but once National Geographic Channel shines the spotlight on them, you'll never see them in the same way again.

Money makes the world go round. We all use it, need it, and want more of it. Did you know that the average bank note has microscopic grains of cocaine on it? Yes, that's right. Cocaine! This illegal drug can be found in small amounts on a $100 bill. Speaking of cash, the Aztecs didn't use paper money the way we do nowadays. Instead, they used cocoa beans. The same beans that are used to make hot chocolate were once the main currency for these people. Just imagine; you could actually drink away your entire allowance.

In most offices, you'll see desks, computers, and chairs. Those office chairs get a lot of use throughout the course of a lifetime. Office chairs must be durable and have the ability to stand up to the pressure of being sat on 5,000 times a year. In order to test their durability, a fake butt mechanically sits in a chair some 50,000 times.

After meals, most people brush their teeth. In a person's lifetime, this toothpaste adds up to some 80 liters. If you're short on cash, you could always make your own toothpaste. All you need are five ingredients — baking soda, salt, glycerin, water, and peppermint. Once you've finished brushing your teeth, you could also use the toothpaste to polish your silver.

Yes, money may make the world go round, but trivia about everyday items in our lives makes the world much richer. After watching these 10 episodes, you won't be able to say, "I didn't know that!"
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I Didn't Know That Questions
 
1.
The passage is mainly about ______.

 
 
(A)
interesting bits of information featured on a TV show

 
 
(B)
a TV show about designing office equipment

 
 
(C)
new developments in making money

 
 
(D)
advances made in technology in the past decade

 
2.
According to the passage, which of the following is TRUE about money?

 
 
(A)
Cocoa beans are the most valuable form of currency in the world.

 
 
(B)
Half of all the money in Colombia is made from cocaine.

 
 
(C)
A group of people once used a type of beans as money.

 
 
(D)
Money is spinning around us all of the time.

 
3.
Why are chairs tested?

 
 
(A)
To test their sturdiness.

 
 
(B)
To figure out who will use them.

 
 
(C)
To see how much they weigh.

 
 
(D)
To find out how many times people sit down every year.

 
4.
In the article, why would someone want to make their own toothpaste? 

 
 
(A)
They want cleaner teeth.

 
 
(B)
They have over 80 liters of it.

 
 
(C)
They don't have enough toothpaste.

 
 
(D)
They can save money if they make their own.

stand up to 
to defend yourself against a powerful person or organization when they treat you unfairly
 

 
 
 trivia
 
unimportant details or information

Write a four sentence summary for this article:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the graphic illustration add to this article? ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Screaming for Munch
Use  UNWRAP   Stop and Jot 
about the main idea of each paragraph
  
Some artists painted visions of loveliness that could make anyone smile. Others, like Edvard Munch, created nightmares that could make you scream.

Influential Norwegian painter Edvard Munch is best known for his dark, emotional images. Born in 1863, Munch was raised by his father as his mother died when she was relatively young. A severe man,  Munch's father instilled in his son a strong fear of going to hell. This fear stayed with the artist his entire life. However, illness spread throughout Munch's family, and his father as well as three other siblings passed away within a short period of time.

Munch used thick brushstrokes and deep colors to depict his state of mind. His work was so dark that some even question whether Munch himself suffered from serious mental illness. His most famous painting, The Scream (1893), portrays a lone figure on a bridge, crying out in anguish. Much of Munch's life was covered by a gloomy shadow of sickness and misery due to his parents'' and siblings'' deaths. It was in this state of loneliness and anxiety that he was inspired to paint The Scream. In his discussion of this image, he recalled the "blood-red" sunset he saw as he was out walking and the fear he felt running through his body. These strong emotions certainly come through and impose a similar feeling on any viewer.

This painting has become a cultural icon that many non-experts are familiar with. It has been stolen twice. Most recently, in August 2004, robbers held guards at a Norwegian museum at gunpoint, making away with The Scream and another Munch painting. Combined, the two paintings are worth an estimated $100 million. A little over two years to the date of their theft, police recovered both pieces. The paintings only had minor damage. In comparison, the thieves responsible received four- and eight-year sentences behind bars.
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The Scream by Edvard Munch
Screaming for Munch Questions
 
1.
Edvard Munch's early life was filled with _____.
 
 
(A)
 triumphant learning experiences about art

 
 
(B)
fear, sadness, and the horror of losing members of his family

 
 
(C)
 an appreciation for the art his father created

 
 
(D)
 many opportunities because of his belief in God

 
2.
 According to the article, what was a major influence in Munch's work?
 

 
 
(A)
The treatment he received for his mental illness.

 
 
(B)
 His earlier failure in the art world.

 
 
(C)
The tragedies he endured early in life.

 
 
(D)
 His fear of going to hell with his father.

 
3.
 Which of the following is a false statement about The Scream?

 
 
(A)
 It is a valuable painting.

 
 
(B)
The criminals that stole it are still at large.

 
 
(C)
 It is known around the world by practically everyone.

 
 
(D)
 It was influenced by the artist's inner fear.

4.
What genre does this selection belong to
 
 
(A)
 autobiography
 
 
(B)
 fantasy
 
 
(C)
 folktale
 
 
(D)
 biography
 make away with
 
steal

instill in
 

to put a feeling into someone's mind
 
 

anguish 
extreme unhappiness caused by physical or mental suffering
 
 

Write a four sentence summary for this article:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Naked Science
Use  UNWRAP   Stop and Jot 
about the main idea of each paragraph
Look up in the sky. It's a bird. It's a plane. No, it's—lightning. Truly faster than a speeding bullet and hotter than the surface of the sun, lightning strikes the Earth more than eight million times per day. Even though it has been studied over and over, the phenomenon of lightning is still very mysterious. This month on National Geographic Channel, Lightning Strike travels to a city deep in the heart of Australia that is home to violent storms. The cameras go into a cloud showing viewers the forces that actually trigger a bolt of lightning. Also on this episode, new research reveals that lightning is one of the strangest and most destructive forces in the world.

Lightning Strike is only one of the brilliant shows in the Naked Science series that includes input from some of the best minds of our time. Naked Science does not ignore the human side of science. By delving into the personal experiences of everyday people, the science discussed feels more real.

The world's earliest superpower, the Roman Empire, felt it was of great importance to improve the quality of life for its citizens. Much of the technology in use today got its start more than 1,500 years ago. The Romans invented plastic surgery, varicose vein removal, sports arenas, and high-rise apartments. Roman Technology shows the construction of the Coliseum and Pantheon, as well as discovers what made the Roman Empire so great.

Humans have been to the top of Mt. Everest and walked on the moon, but they have never even come close to visiting the deepest parts of the ocean. This highly volatile area features hurricanes, volcanoes, and some of the longest living animals on the planet. In The Deep, Naked Science explores some of these extraordinary landscapes that litter the ocean floor. From the skies to the seas and all the places in between, Naked Science has got it covered.
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World map showing frequency of lightning strikes 

Lightning strikes is only one of the topics covered

in the Naked Science Series
Naked Science Questions
 
1.
 Which of the following is a false statement about lightning?
 

 
 
(A)
It strikes more than eight million victims each year.

 
 
(B)
 It is still considered a mystery by those that study it.

 
 
(C)
 It is hotter than the surface of the sun.

 
 
(D)
 It is triggered by natural forces.

 
2.
 Naked Science makes science real by _____.

 
 
(A)
 dissecting humans on camera

 
 
(B)
 showing how science affects real people

 
 
(C)
 talking only to specialists

 
 
(D)
 looking at how people are made

 
3.
 According to the article, what hasn't man accomplished?

 
 
(A)
 Exploration of the moon.

 
 
(B)
Ascending to the top of high mountains.

 
 
(C)
 Studying different weather patterns.

 
 
(D)
Fully exploring the depths of the ocean.

4.
 According to the article, Naked Science  is actually:
 
 
(A)
An exploration of the human nature
 
 
(B)
A Television Series
 
 
(C)
A Study of scientists in the nude
 
 
(D)
A book about various science topics

 
 
 
trigger
 
to cause something bad to start

 
 
 
input
 
individual's ideas on a given subject 
 

 
 
 
volatile
 
unexpectedly or suddenly become violent or angry

Write a four sentence summary for this article:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 12, 1492
Use  UNWRAP   Stop and Jot 
about the main idea of each paragraph
As the Mongol Empire disintegrated in the 15th century, Islamic states rose to power and blocked outsiders from entering their territory. Thus, Europeans no longer had a direct route to the Far East, where they had been trading for such luxury goods as spices and silk. Refusing to give up, they attempted to reach the Indies by sailing around Africa. Christopher Columbus, however, devised a plan to traverse the "Ocean Sea" (a.k.a. Atlantic Ocean) to reach the Far East. He convinced the Spanish Crown to help him bring it to pass.

Believing they had reached the East Indies, Columbus and his men arrived in the New World on October 12, 1492. They began trading with the natives, and some of what they received was gold. Columbus returned to Spain, showed the Crown the bounty of the islands, and received financing for a second voyage.

Columbus wrote that the people in the West Indies "would make fine servants…With 50 men we could subjugate them all and make them do whatever we want." The Crown refused to use the "Indians" as slaves and urged Columbus to maintain friendly relations with them. Once they were exposed to diseases carried by Europeans, however, they quickly began dying off. Ironically, slaves would later be imported from Africa to work in the colonies where the Indians had once lived.

Though not truly the first to land on its shores, Christopher Columbus is credited with the discovery of the Americas. What came after Columbus' first voyage made an immeasurable impact on the two continents. The period prior to the day his crew first spotted land is known as pre-Columbian American history. From that day forward, the world would never be the same.
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October 12, 1492 Questions
 
1.
 Why did Christopher Columbus travel to Asia via the Atlantic Ocean?

 
 
(A)
Muslims prevented the use of a land route.

 
 
(B)
 Traveling around Africa was an arduous task.

 
 
(C)
 The Spanish Crown ordered him to take on the mission.

 
 
(D)
 He wanted gold and the respect of the Crown.

 
2.
 Why is it ironic that slaves were brought to the West Indies from Africa? 

 
 
(A)
Europeans had to travel around Africa to get to the East Indies.

 
 
(B)
The Crown got their wish of turning the Indians into slaves.

 
 
(C)
Columbus' desire to have slaves on the islands became a reality.

 
 
(D)
They were already working as servants in the East Indies.

 
3.
 What was a result of Columbus' maiden voyage?

 
 
(A)
 A new spice route was finally found.

 
 
(B)
 New diseases began to spread throughout Europe.

 
 
(C)
 Slaves became a necessity and more expensive to buy.

 
 
(D)
It greatly altered the history of America.

 
4.
 Which of the following would make an appropriate title for this article?

 
 
(A)
 The Making of a Great Empire

 
 
(B)
How Europeans "Discovered" the New World

 
 
(C)
 Where Columbus Didn't Travel

 
 
(D)
 The European Struggle for Control over Moslems

 
 
 
traverse
 

to move or travel through an area 
 

 
 
 
bring to pass
 
to cause to happen
 

subjugate
to defeat people or a country and rule them in a way which allows them no freedom

Write a four sentence summary for this article:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Answers : 1) C    2) D    3) A    4) C  

I didn’t know that 
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